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22 | THE MARY PAPPERT SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Junior music education major 
Abigail Hric is serving as the 
2016–17 president of the Mary 
Pappert School of Music’s chapter 
of the National Association for 
Music Education. This year’s 
undergraduate chapter 
membership  has nearly 90 
members. 
Hric is very active as a teacher in 
the Pittsburgh community, 
teaching a range of musical 
concepts and instruments such as 
general music, elementary band, 
marching band, flute, violin, and 
percussion at various public 
schools in the area.
In May 2016, Hric traveled to Ghana 
with the Duquesne University 
Study Abroad Program, where she 
studied African drumming and 
music.
Senior music education major 
Kaitlyn Caron is the student 
leader for the Mary Pappert School 
of Music NAfME chapter’s Spring 
2017 High School Music Leadership 
Symposium. In addition, she serves 
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as President of Duquesne’s 
Consistent Ethic of Life chapter. 
Outside of Duquesne, Caron is the 
Assistant Band Director for the 
Hampton High School Marching 
Band and volunteers as a musician 
at St. Mary of the Mount Parish on 
Mt. Washington. Caron also is a 
SWAG Team Camp Counselor at 
the Music for All Summer 
Symposium in Muncie, IN.
Ben Meyer, second-year master of 
music performance student (guitar) 
is a member of the Pittsburgh 
Classical Guitar Society. As a 
performer, Meyer played for new 
Duquesne President, Ken Gormley, 
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playing at various weddings and other 
events in the Pittsburgh area. 
In addition to his performances, Meyer 
is tutoring students in the Guitar for 
Music Education and Guitar for Music 
Therapy classes as part of his 
graduate assistantship. He has 
recently landed work with visually-
impaired community members 
transcribing their original work and 
notating it for submission in a music 
competition. 
Shanyse Strickland, a second-year 
master of music performance student 
(horn), represented the Mary Pappert 
School of Music at the Colour of Music 
Festival this past October.  
Strickland performed with an 
orchestra comprised of entirely 
African American musicians from 
around the country. The concert was 
dedicated to the nine victims of the 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church shooting in Charleston, SC. 
 
at a pre-dinner reception and will  
perform for members of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra at 
an upcoming Tea Hour. Meyer has 
also done some accompanying 
work, assisting other students on 
their degree recitals, as well as 
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